			

	



School Dog Risk Assessment

The value of ‘pets as therapy’ is widely accepted as a powerful aid to communication and motivation. Research has shown that companion dogs can improve the well-being of children reducing their anxiety levels by making the school environment happier and a more enjoyable place to be. Dogs are a great comfort to children who are upset in any way and in need of calm, consolation, comfort, breathing space or a distraction before being able to tell an adult what has upset them. Children can benefit educationally and emotionally; a dog can motivate and encourage their participation, increase their understanding of responsibility, develop empathy and nurturing skills and improve their behaviour and self- esteem. Children cannot fail in any way in their relationship with a dog; they do not judge or condemn and offer unconditional affection. Children will learn the principles of good pet ownership and be taught how to handle dogs safely and responsibly; they will take great enjoyment from interaction with the dog. 
Background


The rationale behind this decision was as follows:  

1. For the school to have a pet that was able to live as naturally as conditions would allow.  

2. For the animal to be properly cared for outside of the school day.  

3. To have a pet that the children could interact with and also be of benefit to the children’s social and emotional development.  

When purchasing the puppy, the Deputy Head Teacher Mrs Dale, visited the puppy’s home and met his mother to ensure that the temperament of mum and puppy was suitable for interaction with children. The puppy lives with Mrs Dale and her family in her home and is being introduced to the school environment and the children gradually. The puppy is health checked and there are no diseases that could be caught from the puppy as he is kept up to date with immunisations and his worming and flea treatments are in line with vet guidelines. The school has a copy of his vaccinations and will keep a register of his annual health check.  

It is accepted that interacting with animals is not appropriate for all children but that for the vast majority it has the potential to provide many positive benefits. No child will ever be forced to directly interact with the puppy. This risk assessment will be reviewed annually (or before if necessary), and the school senior leadership team will evaluate the impact of a school dog on a regular basis. 
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	Type of Activity  - dog on school site
	Headteacher: Andy How
	

	Hazard
	Initial risk
	
	Action plan
	Residual risk



	Details of hazard
	Who is affected and how?
	Risk
L/M/H
	What controls are already in place
	Further action required
	By whom
	By when
	Risk
L/M/H

	Dog getting over excited when interacting with children. 


	Children, staff and visitors

	M


	The dog will always be in the care of a responsible adult and will never be allowed to freely roam the school premises.  

Children are not left with the dog unsupervised.  

The dog will always be on a lead when he is out of the Deputy Head Teachers office, except when he is undergoing structured training with his primary trainer/s.  

The dog will be trained not to jump up or mouth the children.  

Pupils have been, and continue to be, taught the impact of their actions. Education of this nature is continually given to children, and often to whole school during assemblies, form time and PSHE lessons.  

Pupils will be taught what to do to prevent the dog from chasing them. (i.e. stand still, cross arms)  

The dog will undergo formal training with an experienced local trainer starting March 2022 following full vaccinations.
The dog will also undergo conditioning to the school classroom environment, this area of training with allow future reading or nurture intervention to involve the school dog in a calming/therapeutic manner. 

Risk of scratching and mouthing will reduce as the puppy matures and the risk assessment will be reviewed as the dog progresses through his weekly training programme. 

Staff have been introduced to the dog and the expectations (do’s and don’ts) of having a school dog. 

The dog will attend the vets and groomers regularly to make sure their claws are kept short and that he is in good health. 


	Further educate pupils about dog behaviour and care
Further support staff in training process of dog as he develops
	SD
	Nov 22 - ongoing
	M

	The dog gets loose from the office or from her lead.
	As above
	M
	If the dog does get loose from the office Mrs Dale/the member of staff on duty will call for a designated staff member who will come and put the dog back in the office.  

Whist the dog will primarily be the responsibility of Mrs Dale, there are other members of staff who will be called upon in the event of the dog getting loose or if Mrs Dale is called away in an emergency.
Whilst still in training when Mrs Dale leaves her office he will remain in his crate unless another adult is with him. 
Mr Pittam (Site Manager)
Mrs Graham (Office Manager) 
Mr How (Head Teacher)

Miss Vyse (Teaching Assistant)
	
	SD
	Nov 22 - ongoing
	L

	The dog being a tripping hazard 

	Pupils, staff and visitors
	M
	All members of school community to be vigilant to look where they are walking to avoid tripping over the dog. 
The dog to be on a short lead when walking around school with a member of staff. 
If the dog is resting in classroom etc. safely attached to lead under table leg – where possible, passers-by informed. 

	
	SD
	Nov 2022 - ongoing
	L

	Dog hair causing allergies  


	As above
	M
	Parents have been asked to inform the school of any known allergies.

 A list of any children who should not touch the dog will be kept on the school recording system (Arbor) and in Mrs Dales office.  

Children will be taught to wash their hands after touching the dog.  
Mrs Dale will keep the dog groomed and clean. 

The dog will not enter the classroom of children with more severe allergies.
	Ensure dog is groomed regularly.
	SD
	 Nov 2022 - ongoing
	L

	Children getting germs from the dog.
	As above
	L
	Should the dog defecate on the school site a member of staff will clear this up immediately and dispose of it in a safe manner. If required, the area will then be disinfected with an appropriate animal disinfectant.  

Children will be encouraged to wash their hands after touching the dog and hand sanitizer will be available in Mrs Dale’s office.
All immunisations are kept up to date in accordance with European Pet Passport scheme and the Deputy Headteacher keeps a register of this.  

Flea treatment is carried out at monthly intervals using treatment purchased from the vets.   Worming treatment is carried out in line with vet guidelines. 

The dog will not go in the school dining hall at meal times; he will not be permitted into the food preparation area of the kitchen.  



	Suitable supplies to be kept in school
Copy of vaccination card to be kept in school
	SD
	Nov 2022
	L

	Financial cost of the dog’s upkeep
	As above
	L
	The dog is the responsibility of Mrs Dale. She is financially responsible for all his care at home and at school.  

The dog is the responsibility of Mrs Dale outside of school hours.  

Puppy training classes will be paid for by Mrs Dale
Therapy training classes will be paid for by Mrs Dale.
	SD financial awareness of costs
	SD
	Nov 2022

	L

	A claim is made against school regarding the behaviour of the dog.

The dog causes damage to the school
	Pupils, staff, parents and visitors
	L

L
	The dog attending school is covered by our school insurers RPA
	Ensure all measures are in place to prevent this from happening
	SD
	Nov 2022
	L

	The dog hurts himself whilst at school
	
	L
	This is covered by the insurance that Mrs Dale has for the dog
	
	SD
	Nov 2022
	L

	Fire Alarm 

	Who has responsibility to remove dog from the building?

	M
	Dog signed in as a member of staff so SLT know when he is in school.

	Add dog to signing in sheet

Complete fire drill when dog is in school
	SD
	Dec 2022

	L

	Noise / Barking 

	Pupils, staff, visitors
	L
	Cocker Spaniels are sociable dogs and are known to be good with children. The dog will be introduced to the children from an early age so will be acclimatised to a noisy environment, therefore reducing the chance of him barking. 

	
	
	Nov 2022
	L

	Dog phobia

Distress caused by close proximity to dog 

	Pupils, staff, visitors 
	
	A letter has been sent to parents informing them about the dog and they have been asked to return a slip in order to inform the school if their child is anxious around dogs. A list of these children will be kept by the Headteacher and on Arbor.

School will liaise with parents whose children are scared of dogs about how they would like their child to be introduced to the school dog.
Visitors will be advised a dog is in the office and the dog will be secured in his crate if requested.

Notice in school entrance and noted on school website. 

	
	
	
	


