Lower Farm Weekly
Friday 12th December 2025

Congratulations to everyone for another amazing week at Lower Farm Academy

Reception Nativity

We are very excited to invite our Reception

Wednesday 17th
December

Christmas Dinner/
Christmas Jumper Day

Children are

parent/carers to our Reception Nativity! This
will be on Tuesday 16th December at 14:30
in the main hall, and doors will open 15
minutes before the performance. Each child has
been allocated two seats per performance,
tickets are not required and there is no cost for
the seats. Where possible, please make every
effort to not bring younger siblings as they can
cause a big distraction to our performers.

invited to come to
school in their
Christmas jumper
on Wednesday 17th
December with their
school uniform in
readiness for
Christmas dinner.

Congratulations on
our First Debate

A huge well done to Zi in
Year 6 on the completion
of her first debate. She
spoke so eloquently and
politely when debating
her opinions against other
Reach 2 schools. We can't
wait to see her in a
leadership role in the
future.

Well done Zi!

Cold Weather Safety Reminder

As the weather becomes colder, we
kindly remind all parents, carers, and
visitors to take extra care when entering
the school grounds.

. The school will endeavour to grit
and de-ice pathways where possible.
. Despite these efforts, surfaces may
still be slippery, so please walk
carefully.

Your caution helps keep everyone safe
during the winter months.

. S0dyo
Thank you for your cooperation &%




Friday 19" December

Last Day of Term 1.30pm Finish
Non-Uniform Day

Children are invited to come to school in non-uniform for
the Iast day. Please may we remind you that on Friday
19" December school closes for the end of term at
1.30pm. This year our new wraparound school care
provider, MHR Sports Services, have offered to run their
after-school facility from 1.30pm until 3.30pm
(for this day only). If you wish to use this, book your child

on as normal.

Value Awards

VALUE

AWARDS

Beech - Ozzie
Birch - Sienna
Cherry - Liam
Chestnut - Myla
Elder - Blanca
Elm - Hanna
Hazel - Lisari
Holly - Sebastian
Oak - Tommy
Olive - Suyen
Pine - Isabella
Poplar - Kacper
Walnut - Sienna

Resilience & Respect
Resilience

Achievement

achievement & Care
Integrity & Care

Resilience & Achievement
All School Values

Resilience

Resilience

Achievement & Collaboration
Achievement & Respect
Respect, Integrity and Care
All School Values

Attendance

For week beginning
8th December 2025
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95.7%
97.3%
91.3%
95.9%
87.0%
96.7%
96.6%
95.2%
88.9%
98.6%
93.3%
Poplar 97.5%
Walnut 91.7%

Congratulations to those
classes that have reached an
attendance of 97% or above. It
would be great to see every class
reach 97% every week.

Beech Class:
Birch Class:
Cherry Class:
Chestnut Class:
Elder Class:
Elm Class:
Hazel Class
Holly

Oak

Olive

Pine




% A message from Friends of Lower Farm Academy! %
&S 0live’s Coffee Stall &
Tuesday 16th December 1.30 — 4pm in the School Car Park

While waiting for the Reception nativity doors to open / School gates at pick
up grab yourself a hot drink!

All profits raised will be donated to the school
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FRIENDS OF LOWER FARM ACADEMY
PRESENTS:

Christmas Fayre
hursday 18th December
48.3.30pm - 5.00pm Ci’

All welcome to come along to enjoy the

festive fun: @ @
Games PTA Stall,,

Refreshments ‘
2nd Hand Uniform Shop
’ Santa’s Grotto -

(Slots must be booked prior to event
detalls to follow)

PRIZES / PRIZES
TO BE 51/ 50/ TO BE

“* Cash only games "

K sk

ALL PROCEEDS RAISED WILL GO TO THE SCHOOL n




JoOIN THE MHR TEAM FOR A...
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SPORTS SERVICES

TEACHING IN SCHOOLS | KIDS CLUSBS | HOLIDAY CAMPS | EXTRA-CURRICULAR | BIRTHDAY PARTIES

JOIN THE MHR TEAM FOR...

FRIDAY 2"° JANUARY

MHR IS DELIGHTED TO OFFER AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR CHILDREN IN
YEARS 3,4, 5, AND 6 TO ENJOY AN UNFORGETTABLE CHELSEA FC STADIUM
TOUR AT STAMFORD BRIDGE ON FRIDAY 2ND JANUARY 2026!

AN EXECUTIVE COACH, PROVIDED BY VIHR SPORTS SERVICES, WILL COLLECT
PUPILS AT S8AM FROM RACEMEADOWVV PRIMARY SCHOOL, ATHERSTONE,
FOLLOWED BY A SECOND PICKUP AT 8:20ANM FRONM ODEON NUNEATON

BEERMUDA.

ONCE AT CHELSEA'S ICONIC HOVIE GROUND, CHILDREN WILL ENMIBARK ON A
BEEHIND-THE-SCENES TOUR OF STANMFORD BRIDGE- EXPLORING THE DRESSING
ROOMS, PLAYERS' TUNNEL, PRESS AREAS, AND MUSEUM, WHILE LEARNING
ALL ABOUT THE CLUB'S RICH HISTORY.

THIS EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE OFFERS YOUNG FANS THE CHANCE TO STEP
INTO THE WORLD OF A PREMIER LEAGUE FOOTEALL CLUE AND SEE VWHAT
HAPPENS BEYOND THE PITCH.

THE COST OF THE TRIP IS £54.99, PAYABLE IN FULL.

THIS IS A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR CHILD TO EXPLORE ONE OF
ENGLAND'S MOST FANMOUS FOOTEBALL STADIUMS ALONGSIDE THEIR FRIENDS.
WE'RE CONFIDENT IT WILL BE A DAY THEY'LL NEVER FORGET!

N2

SPORTS SERVICES -
9y
TEACHING IN SCHOOLS | KIDS CLUBS | HOLIDAY CAMPS | EXTRA-CURRICULAR | BIRTHDAY PARTIES™

www.mhrsportsservices.co.uk




SPORTS SERVICES

WE HAVE VENUES AT

NUNEATON, ATHERSTONE, WITHERLEY, TAMWORTH, LEAMINGTON & FILLONGLEY




Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 16th December: Reception Nativity 14:00 for 14:30 start
Wednesday 17th December: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper day
Thursday 18th December: Christmas Fayre 3.30pm - 5.00pm (details to fol-
low) Friday 19th December: Non-uniform Day. School closes at 13:30 for
Christmas (wraparound care from 13:30—15:30)

Christmas Holidays: Monday 22nd December — Friday 2nd January
Monday 5th January: Staff Inset Day - school closed
Tuesday 6th January: School opens for spring term

Half Term: Monday 16th February — Friday 20th February

Thursday 5" March: World Book Day
Friday 6th March: Friends of Lower Farm/ PTA Magic Show (details to follow)
Friday 20th March: Non-uniform day - Easter Egg donation for Easter Bingo
Thursday 26th March: Easter Bingo and Raffle
Friday 27" March: School closes at 13:30 for Easter holidays
Easter Holidays: Monday 30" March — Friday 10" April
Monday13th April: Staff Inset Day - school closed

Tuesday 14th April: School opens for summer term
Wednesday 22" April: Parents/Carer Pupil Progress Meetings 15:30 - 18:00
Thursday 23" April: Parents/Carer Pupil Progress Meetings 15:30 - 18:00

Monday 4th May: Bank Holiday - school closed
Monday 11" May — Thursday 14™ May — KS2 SATs week
Half Term: Monday 25th May — Friday 29th May

Tuesday 16" June: KS1 Sports Day 9am

Wednesday 17" June: KS2 Sports Day 9am

Wednesday 8th July: Transition Day

Friday 3™ July: Non -uniform - gift donation for Summer Fayre
Friday 10th July: Non -uniform -bottle donation for Summer Fayre
Friday 17th July: School closes at 13:30 for summer holidays




Warwickshire County Council
Children and Young People Directorate

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR A SCHOOL PUPIL IN TERM TIME IN
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES ONLY

Important Information for Parents/Carers

Generally, the DfE does not consider a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation to be an
exceptional circumstance.

«  Exceptional circumstances. All schools can grant & leave of absence for other excepiional crcumstances at ther discrabon.
o It must be requested in advance by a parent who e pupll normally lives with.
o Schools are then expecied to consider each applcation indvidualy taking imo account he spedific facts and orcumstances and
relevant background context behind the request.
o Ifaleave of absence s granted, it Is for the school to deteemine the length of the time the pupd can be away from school.
*  When making an spplication for Leave of Absence the resident parent is advised to give sufficient information and time to aliow the Head
teacher tha opporunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notfy of har dectsion.
Requests for leave of absence should mada before any amangements confrmed or money commitied.
it is advisad i you have not received notification from the school regarding the leave of absence request, it is your responsiblity 1o
ascerian f ha laave is authorsed prior 1o he start of leave.
Faillure %o make a requast for a leave of absence In advance wil result in e absence baing recorded as unauthorised.
Any addnonal days taken efher side of & leave of absence period, which has not been appled for, may be considerad as part of the leave
of absenca period and be unauthonisad.
*  Unauthorisad Leave of Absances wil be refamred to the Warwickshire Anendance Servic upon the child's retum % school for
consideration of a Penalty Notice.
Please see over for impertant information relating to the changas in relation to Penalty Noticss

| wish to apply for Leave of Absence from school to be granted to:

Name of Child: Form Group:

First Date of Proposed Absence: Last date of Proposed Absence:
Expected date of return to school:

Reason for Proposed Absence — please provide reasons to support the application including evidence (see
overleaf before completing):

Total Days Requested on this occasion.

(For siblings) | have also applied to School/Academy for leave of absence for
(Insert chidichildren's name)

Signature of resident Parent/Carer:

Print Name: . Date: N
For school use only: NAME OF CHILD: Date received by school:
1% date of absence requested by parents: ................ Last date of absence requested by parents:

Expected date of return to school {(as advised by parents): ...

Absence: Authorised / Unauthorised / Split (please delete as appropriate)

The reasons for this dectalon AN .o i e L e e S S e ides
* LOA record sheet to be completed by school and submitted where verbal requests made/ for other relevant information
Head teacher/Attendance Lead: . Dald: i

» Copy of this compbmdmuon shouldbeumblcktommnwlmm

© Warewckshire Astendance Service
Agplication Form for Leave of Absence in ferm time September 2024




» Parents have a legal duty to ensure that their children of compulsory school age receive a suitable full-time education
through regular attendance at a school or otherwise (ie home education) (Section 7 Education Act 1996). If a child
who is of compulsory school age, who is registered at school and fails to attend regularly, it is the parent that will be
guilty of an offence (Section 444 (1) Education Act 1996).

» Section 576 Education Act 1996 defines ‘parent’ as:
o Any natural parent, whether married or not;
o Any parent who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act (1989)
for a child or young person;
o Any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person.

» The National threshold is 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. If the local
authority believes a penalty notice would be appropriate, they retain the discretion to issue one before the national
threshold is met. This might apply for example, where parents are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by
taking several term time holidays below threshold, or for repeated absence for birthdays or other family events.
Please refer to Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for non-school attendance and penalty notices for
further information.

Leave of Absence taken after 1 September 2024:

The law relating to Penalty Notices has been amended and Penalty Notices issued for Leave of Absences
taken after 1 September 2024 will be issued in accordance with the updated legislation.

o First Leave of Absence offence: The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 28 days, this is reduced
to £80 each child if paid within 21 days.

Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penaity
notice): The amount of £160 paid within 28 days. No reduced amount.

o Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice).
A penalty notice will not be issued, and the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal
Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996.

)

» Any Penalty Notices issued and/or prosecution will apply to each parent for each child who fails to attend school (e.g
2 absent children is 2 offences under section 444 Education Act 1996).

» A Penalty Notice is an alternative to prosecution, however if the Penalty Notice expires and is not paid Warwickshire
County Council will consider instigating a criminal prosecution under the Education Act 1996.

» Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period will not be accepted.

» Where criminal proceedings are issued and a parent is found guilty, the court could issue a sentence of a fine of up
to £1,000 for a Section 444(1) conviction; or £2 500, a community sentence period or a custodial period of up to 3
months for a Section 444(1A) conviction.

© Warwickshire Anendance Service
Agplication Form for Leave of Absence in term time September 2024




LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthernised leave, including helidays, during term time
(Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’
means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such,
the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in
advance and if it considers there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances
and relevant background context behind each request.

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a
holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional
circumstance.

Where a leave of absence is granted, the scheool will determine the number of days a pupil can be
absent from school.

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information
and time to allow the Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and
to netify parents of their decision. The school may also request further information on the application
and supporting decumentation where appropriate.

It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave
of absence application, it is the parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to
the start of the leave.

The scheoel can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent jg,
the parent with whom the child normally resides.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to
be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be
recorded as an unauthorised absence. Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days
taken either prior o or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of absence.

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation. This
will result in the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council. Penalty Notices are issued
in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of Conduct for Penalty Netices and in the
first instance, as an alternative to prosecution proceedings.

Leave of Absence taken in the academic year 2024-25

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore,
Penalty Notices issued for Leave of Absence taken from September 2024 will be issued in
accordance with the updated legislation.

* Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and
2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices — 4 in total).
o First Leave of Absence offence: The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid
within 28 days, this is reduced to £30 each child if paid within 21 days.




o Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 yvear period (from the date of issue of

the first penalty notice): The amount of £160 paid within 28 days. No reduced
amount.

* Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period
will not be accepted. Where a penalty notice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to
Warwickshire County Council’'s Legal Services to consider criminal presecution.

* Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first
penalty notice): A penalty notices will be not be issued and the matter will be referred to
Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution
proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority.



